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This listing of claims wiU replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1-20 Canceled. 

21. (cmrently amended) A method for facilitating communication over disjoint 
networ^^between a node and a mobile system different from th^ n^. A;.j^:^^ 
n e tworks ^ the method - compri<:iTig- 

uging first data identif^ nnp the nodr f q . e ^ tuM i'^ti. ms commuui oa a u ii^ communicate 
over a first network between ft-:^nodc and said mobile system different from the 
node over a first n o tvvnric ; 

sending, to the mobile system over the first network, fijrther dat a at least in p an 
identifying the node on at least a second network disjoint fi-om the first network,_said 
further data being at leas t in part different from said first data : and 

using the further data to e gtabliah communicati fl Hcnmmi ^niratfi between the 
mobile system and the node over the second network. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 further includiog authenticating 
the mobile system for authorization to communicate with the node over the second 
network before sending the further data to the aede -mobile system o ver the first network. 

23. (Cuirendy Amended) The method of claim 21 wherein the sending si&p 
comprises sending distributed interface data to the mobile system over the first network. 
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24. (currently amended) A network as in claim 21 wherein said mobile 
computing dovicG system comprise.s a n etwork interface adapter feaLis physically 
attached to at least one of said first nRt^vorlf «t.h ^^^^ seconinetwork. 

25. (currently amended) A network as in claim 21 wherein said first network 
comprises a network point of attachment, and ^^i^ r r^nhii^ eomputing dovie esvstem 
commimicates wirelessly with the network point of attachment. 

26. (cuirentiy amended) A method for maintaining p roviding communicatien 
coromunications .between »-mobile computing systems and a network node different from 
said mobile computing systems as. the mobile computing systems roams between over a 
plura lity of disjoint networks^ comprising: 

establishing commimications between &©-mobDe comtauting systems and a-fte 
netwQrk, n ode via a first network segment; 

sending the mobile computing systems, via the first network segment, inforxnation 
for use in r e e stablishing commimication s communicatiag with said network n ode via 
plural further network segments eaeb rat least some o f which are disjoint from the first 
network segment; «»d 

using said information to re e stablish communioationa c ommunicate between ttie 
mobile computing systems and the network n ode via any of said plural further, disjoint 
network segments : and 
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coi^ditioning acces s to commuDications over said a t least <;nTnR n f said disj oint 
networks with said network n ode and p r ot ec tinR a t least som^ of .a id disinint n.tw^.v 
segments from xmanthorized communicarinti.. b ased at in part oti ..m'H infnrm.H^^ 

27. (Previously presented) The process of claim 26 wherein said infoimation 
comprises distributed interface data. 

28-29 (Canceled) 

30. (new) The process of claim 26 further including authenticating the mobile 
system for authorization to communicate with the node over at least one of said disjoint 
network segments before sending the further data to the node. 

3 1 . (new) The process of claim 26 wherein said mobile system comprises a 
network interface adapter physically attached to at least one of said disjoint network 
segments. 

32. (new) The process of claim 26 wherein said mobile system shares its interface 
address with each of said plural disjoint network segments so that if the mobile system 
roams into any one of the disjoint network segments and detects that it has roamed onto a 
different network segment, the mobile end system selects an applicable network address 
to communicate with the node via said disjoint network segment into which said mobile 
end system has roamed. 

33. (new) The process of claim 32 wherein mobile end system selects said 
network address based on a metric. 

34. (New) The process of claim 33 wherein said metric comprises speed. 
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35 (New). The process of claim 33 wherein said mehic comprises cost. 

36 (New). The process of claun 33 wherein said metric comprises availability. 

37 (New). The process of claim 33 wherein said metric comprises nmnber of 



hops. 



38. (new) A system for facilitating communication over disjoint networks 
between a node and a mobile system different from the node, the system comprising: 
a first network; 

3 node coupled to the first network; 

a mobUe system also coupled to the first network, said mobile system being 
different from the node, said mobile system using first data identifying the node to 
commimicate with the node over the first network; 

a data transmitter coupled to the first network, said data transmitter sending, to the 
mobile system over the first network, further data at least in part identifying the node on 
at least a second network disjoint from the first network, said fiirther data being at least in 
part different from said first data; 

said mobile system using the further data at least in part identifying the node to 
communicate with the node over the second network. 

39. (new) The system of clahn 38 further comprising means for authenticating the 
mobile system for authorization to communicate with the node over the second network 
before sending the further data to the mobile system. 
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40. (new) The system of claim 38 wherein the further data 
interface data. 
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comprises distributed 



41. (new) The system as in claim 38 wherein said mobile system comprises a 
network interface adapter that is physically attached to said first network. 

42. (new) The system as in claim 38 wherein the data transmitter comprises a 
networkpoint of attachment and saidmobile system communicates wirelessly with the 
network point of attachment. 

43. (new) A system for providing communications between mobile computing 
systems and a network node different from said mobile computing systems as the mobile 
computing systems roam between a plurality of disjoint networks, comprising: 

a fir^t network segment that establishes communications between mobile 
computing systems and the network node; 

a data transmitter that sends the mobile computing systems, via the first network 
segment, identifying infonnation for use m reaching said network node via plural further 
network segments at least some of which are disjoint from the first network segment; 

said mobile computing systems using said identifying information to communicate 
with the network node via at least one of said plural further, disjoint network segments; 



and 



a policy manager that conditions access to communications over said at least 
of said disjoint networks with said network node and protects at least some of said 



some 
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to 



communications based at least in part on 
said identifying information. 

44. (Previously presented) The system of claim 43 wherein said infonnation 
comprises distributed interface data. 

45. (new) The process of claim 43 further including an authenticator that 
authenticates the mobile system for authorization to communicate with the node over at 
least one of said disjoint network segments before sending the identifying infonnation 
the mobile system. 

46. (new) The process of claim 43 wherein said mobile system comprises a 
network interface adapter physically attached to at least one of said disjoint network 
segments. 

47. (new) The process of claim 43 wherein said mobile system shares an interface 
address with each of said plural disjoint network segments so that if the mobile system 
roams into any one of the disjoint network segments and detects that it has roamed onto a 
different network segment, the mobile end system selects an appropriate network address 
to communicate with the node via said disjoint network segment into which said mobile 
end system has roamed. 

48. (new) The process of claim 43 wherein mobile end system selects said 
network address based on a metric. 

49. (New) The process of claim 48 wherein said metric comprises speed. 
50 (New). The process of claim 48 wherein said metric comprises cost. 
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51 (New). The process ofclaim 48 wherein said metric comprises availability. 

52 (New). The process of claim 48 wherein said metric comprises number of 

hops. 
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